September 14th, 2003
Hi Gavin,

I was looking in files on letters to you for a letter dated September 7th, 2003 so that I could use it as a template for today’s letter, but couldn’t find it anywhere. After a bit of searching I realised that I did not write a letter to you as that was the day on which you left. So I used Leonie’s letter as a template. 

I mentioned on the phone about the two letters I wrote in June and sent to Camp Lejeune and were returned to me. Don’t know why you didn’t get them, as you had already returned. Probably the military postal system is not up to scratch. 

I uses a complimentary ticket you gave me for Hong Kong museums. Yesterday I visited the Museum of History to look at the exhibition for 75 years of broadcasting in HK. You had said that you did not find it very interesting. But I enjoyed it. Also looked at the section on the history of HK, which was very interesting. Did you seen this? It starts with a time tunnel from 400 million years ago to the present showing the geological changes that have taken place. About 400 million years ago it was a sort of flat river system like the Waimakariri river near Christchurch. (I know that because they had a picture of that river to illustrate what HK was like, and I recognised it.) At other times, HK was a shallow lake, a volcanic inferno and a desert. After the last ice age, when the ice melted and sea levels rose about 100 metres (?), the present HK was created. 

There has been another SARS scare. A postgraduate (?) student in Singapore working in an infectious diseases laboratory got the disease but is now recovering. But that single case sent shock waves through HK. There is the fear that the disease will break out again. But cholera is also a concern. A number of local cases this year. And the bacteria were detected in the fish tanks in one Park ‘N Shop store. So, the fish section in all Park ‘N Shop stores were closed down but have since reopened. Part of the problem is that many fishermen at the Aberdeen wholesale fishing market just use the filthy seawater to hold the fish. 

Just by chance, when looking around TV channels, I came across the England vs France Rugby test I mentioned last week. Managed to see the second half though most of the scoring had been done in the 9 or so minutes at the end of the first half. The South African World Cup trial squad has been embroiled in accusations of racism, with some white players being unwilling to be massaged by blacks and one refusing to share a room with a coloured player. There is to be a high-level investigation but this has now been put off until the World Cup is over. Also, can you remember the Air New Zealand advertisement in which all those birds flying along gradually merge into the Air NZ logo. I happened to see a TV programme which showed how this was done. A company, in Dunedin, studied the flying action of a gannet (a sea bird) and put his onto a computer. They copied this 300 times for the other birds and moved them into the shape of the logo using the computers. So, there was no filming of any real birds. 

The other day, a light-rail vehicle (tram) was derailed just down below. Fortunately, this happened just as it had passed the loop to the first platform, so all the trams were able to use that platform. Think I mentioned this to you on the ‘phone. 

Last Wednesday evening, the hotel had another poolside party. They are now getting good at it, and this one was pretty good. As it was mid-autumn festival time, there were lanterns strung around the pool and they had a small Chinese orchestra playing. And the food was much better than on previous occasions. Thursday evening was the mid-autumn festival itself. This year the government banned the lighting of candles under its new anti-littering legislation, so sales of such lanterns were hit hard. But many people still lit candles and over 9000 (?) verbal warnings were given but only a few fixed-penalty tickets were issued. 

Have been a bit tired this week. On Thursday, I found gym a bit hard going and didn’t even finish my schedule. A bit tired during swimming too. My swimming style is better now, being very smooth but no necessarily faster. 

For a while, I have been thinking of whether I would go for a holiday or not. I have always wanted to visit Spain, which is one of the few Western European countries I have not been too. Never did anything about it, but when you had left, I started inquiring. Very difficult to get a flight! I looked up the travel agencies listed on the HK Travel Association website and must have looked at or telephoned about 50 agencies. In most cases, all flights were full. Singapore Airlines, Thai Airways, British Airways, KLM – all the same, full! In some cases I could not even get onto waiting lists. So, I no longer believe airlines and travel companies when they say that business in poor! (And in some cases, even business and first classes were full!) Anyway, eventually I managed to get onto a Swiss Airlines flight flying to Madrid via Zurich. I will leave HK next Saturday (20th) and return about 3 weeks later. I was thinking of getting either a hop-on-hop-off bus ticket or a rail pass. However, I checked on the Spanish Railways website and found that the total point-to-point fare for a possible route I might take is cheaper and in fact nearly half the price of the hop-on-hip-off bus fare! 

That’s about it for now. Interested to hear how you are getting on at school. Remember to get medical insurance. The helicopter school might have a package. I looked at the sheets you left and under costs on one sheet saw ‘Insurance’ at $250; don’t know if that is expensive or not. 

Cheers,

Dad
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